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Another Fabulous year for ñ Dressage in the Wine Countryó at the Sonoma County Fair-
grounds on Sept 7. 
DWC is a showcase for all kinds of equestrian pursuits whether it be in the performances, 
demonstrations, trades fair booths there is something for everyone. 
This event  has been going since Joan Rawson came up with the idea in 1982.  DWC has be-
come an important part of the fabric of the horse community in Sonoma County, offering an  
opportunity to come together to share friendships, education, products, good will, wine and  
horses.    Where else can you get all that in an afternoon?   
This event would not be possible without the large number of dedicated people who volunteer 
to help make it all happen. 
The entertainment committee with Sue Reinecke, Nora Peterson and Katie Kunde outdid them-
selves with a spectacular line-up for the performances which included Jousting!  A big hit, 
something most people had not seen before !  Everyone loved the driving Demo with Frank 
Leutz, who had a wireless mic on while driving a lovely four-in-hand team of ponies and talking 
to the ponies and the audience at the same time.  A huge thank you goes to Susan Hall for all 
her tireless work on pulling the trade faire together, which included the advertising and  
program. 
Many thanks to all the committee heads who have worked on DWC, some who have 
worked on it for over 20 years and all the volunteers who helped out before and during the 
day of the event.  
Contact Saddles  was our main sponsor this year and provided attendees with a  
complimentary bag to take all their goodies home in. 

Erika Janssen riding Tracy Underwoodôs Friesian side-saddle ! 
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  Spotlight on Local Stars! 
 Fairwind Farm's Riana Porter Scores Grand Champion Title with a    

Hat Trick at California Dressage Society's Championship Show 

Santa Rosa, CA - U.S. veteran National Champion FEI junior rider Riana 

Porter contested the California Dressage Society Regional Championship 

show at Rancho Murieta, California with honors of Grand Champion 

Horse of the Year (HOY) Open Division on Kathy VanCamp's five year 

old Oldenburg Dax (Paquita x Donnerschlag).  The Fairwind Farm bred 

youngster proved to be a fierce competitor with 21-year-old Riana Porter 

at the reins to compete in the First Level ŎƻƳǇŜǝǝƻƴΦ  ¢ƻ capture the Grand Champion title, they per-

formed the winning freestyle with a score of 74.667% for their crowd-pleasing performance to a Michael 

Bubl® medley. 

Brian Hafner of Penngrove, Ca was one of eight recipients of a developing training grant 

offered by USEF and its High Performance Dressage Program.     The grants were awarded fol-

lowing review of their performances in 2013 observation and training sessions, and after a review 

of their training and competitions plans for 2013 and 2014.    Brian was riding his own and Dr. 

Rebecca Hafnerôs Lombardo LHF, a 1999 Hanoverian gelding. 

                         A  Schooling Show Wrap Up! 
              Sunday Oct 7 was the 21st Annual Halloween Show 
                      at Hoofbeat Park put on by Judy McHerron.  
 
 
The Hoofbeat shows started out 21 years ago as a place for the Pony Club 
kids to practice their dressage tests, bring green riders and horses and Jr  
riders to get scores to qualify for the Jr Championships. How things have 
changed ! 
This show featured dressage tests from all 6 of the recognized dressage  
organizations.  USDF, USEF, USEventing Asssoc., 2 different western dres-
sage organizations and Cowboy Dressage.   Everyone had  an opportunity 
to get "their feet wet" in the dressage arena. 
For many this was their first time showing in a dressage show.   
The highlight of the day was  the United States Dressage Foundation's Century Club rides.  The requirements to 
be in the club are simple,  the age of the horse and rider must add up to at least 100 yrs, ride any dressage test, 
under a judge at any show and have fun.  The Foundation supplies a beautiful gold & black ribbon to be pre-
sented to the riders,  a plaque and a page in the Century Club magazine.  Each horse and ride combination get 
their own special number on the list of members. 
  A big deal was made of the presentation to two Sonoma County riders who rode Miss Hattie (Judy McHerron's 
stellar 25 year old lesson horse)  
The riders were KIt Carson, 75 yrs of Sebastopol  and Willi Hillard 85 yrs, owner of Chalk Hill Ranch, 
Healdsburg. 
History was made at this show as Hattie is the first horse to do two Century Club rides in one day, according to 
the Administrative Director of the Dressage Foundation. 
Special thanks to Sharon Marshall for coming out in costume to judge this show.   

May we all still be able to throw our leg over a horse's back at 85 ! 



 3 

 

 

Anyone who is interested in becoming part of the Board for Sonoma Chapter for the next term 

please contact the members of the Nominating Committee, Beverly Chambers at 707.823-6403, or 

Hester  

NEWSLETTER  AD RATES: 

Classified AdsFree to Chap-
ter Members, $5.00 per issue 

for non-members.  

Display Ads: Business cards 

$60 per yr or $15 per issue. 

Quarter page: $115 yr or $35 

per issue.  Half page: $175 per  

year  or $50 per issue  Full 

page: $250 year or $75 per 

issue. 

Please send camera ready ads 

in JPG file format to: 

Catherine Whitcombe 

Email:catherinewhitcombe@

mac.com 

        Welcome New Board Members ! 

A warm welcome to our newest members: 

   Kylie Dupois, Diana Feil, Shirley Johnson and Sheri Leidl . 

A HUGE Thank You to outgoing board members: 

Karen Indindoli and Gwen Kilchherr 

 Lesterôs Tips 

Iƛ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜΥ LϥƳ ǎƻǊǊȅ L ƘŀǾŜƴϥǘ ƎƛǾŜƴ ȅƻǳ Ƴŀƴȅ ǝǇǎ ƭŀǘŜƭȅΣ ōǳǘ 
ƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ L ŀƳ ǊŜǝǊŜŘΣ L ǎǇŜƴŘ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ ǝƳŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǳƴ ǎǿŀǇπ
ǇƛƴƎ ǘŀƭƭ ǘŀƭŜǎ  όǘŀƛƭǎ ύ ǿƛǘƘ Ƴȅ ǇŀŘŘƻŎƪ Ǉŀƭ Ϧ¢ŜŘŘȅϦ ΦΦΦΦΦΦL ǎŜŜ 
ǘƘŀǘ  ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ Ƴȅ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǊǎ όƴƻ Ǉǳƴ ƛƴǘŜƴŘŜŘύ ŀǊŜ ƎŜǩƴƎ 
ŎƭƛǇǎ ŦƻǊ ǿƛƴǘŜǊΦΦΦ.Ŝ ǎǳǊŜ ǘƻ ǊŜƳƛƴŘ ȅƻǳǊ ƳƻƳ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ƴŜŜŘ 
ǘƻ ōŜ ǎǉǳŜŀƪȅ ŎƭŜŀƴ ŀƴŘ ǿŜƭƭ {Ƙƻǿ-{ƘŜŜƴŜŘ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǎƘŜ 
ǎǘŀǊǘǎΗ   hǘƘŜǊǿƛǎŜΣ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ƭƛƪŜ ŀƴ ƻƭŘ ŎƻǊŘǳǊƻȅ 
ŘƻƎ ōƭŀƴƪŜǘΗΗ L Řƻƴϥǘ ƪƴƻǿ ŀōƻǳǘ ȅƻǳΣ ōǳǘ Ƴȅ ƳƻƳ ƎƛǾŜǎ ƳŜ 
ŀƭƭ ƪƛƴŘǎ ƻŦ ǾƛǘŀƳƛƴǎ ŀƴŘ ǎǳǇǇƭŜƳŜƴǘǎ -ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ƳŜ ƘŜŀƭǘƘƛŜǊΣ 
ǎƘƛƴƛŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǎƳŀǊǘŜǊ όƛǘ ǿƻǊƪŜŘ - Řƻƴϥǘ ȅƻǳ ǘƘƛƴƪΚύΦΦΦǎƘŜ ōǳȅǎ 
ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳũ ƛƴ ōƛƎ ōǳŎƪŜǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ Ŏŀƴϥǘ ƎŜǘ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǇǎ ƻũ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ 
ǊƛǎƪƛƴƎ ƘŜǊ ƳŀƴƛŎǳǊŜ ŀƴŘ ǳǎƛƴƎ ŀ ŎǊƻǿōŀǊΗ {ƻƻƻΦΦΦΦL ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘŜŘ 
όōȅ ǿŀȅ ƻŦ ōǊŀƛƴ-Ƴŀƛƭύ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƘŜ ŘŜŎŀƴǘ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǇƻǿŘŜǊǎ ƛƴǘƻ 
ǎƳŀƭƭŜǊ ǇƭŀǎǝŎ ŎƻƴǘŀƛƴŜǊǎ  ǿƛǘƘ Ŝŀǎȅ-ǘƻ-ƻǇŜƴ ǝƎƘǘ ƭƛŘǎ - ǎŀǾŜǎ 
ŀ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ ǘǊƻǳōƭŜ ŀƴŘ ƪŜŜǇǎ ǘƘƻǎŜ ŜȄǇŜƴǎƛǾŜ ǾƛǝŜǎ ŦǊŜǎƘΗ  ό.Ŝ 
ǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŜȅ ƎŜǘ ǊŜƭŀōŜƭŜŘΗύ  ¢ŜŘŘȅϥǎ ƳƻƳΣ όYƛƳ 5ǳǇǳƛǎύ ǎŀȅǎ ǘƻ 
ǳǎŜ  Ƴŀȅƻ ƻǊ ƘŀƛǊ ŎƻƴŘƛǝƻƴŜǊ ŀƊŜǊ ŎƭƛǇǇƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŀǾƻƛŘ ǘƘŜ 
ŘǊŜŀŘŜŘ ϦƛǘŎƘŜǎϦΦ ¢Ƙŀǘϥǎ ŀƭƭ ŦƻǊ ƴƻǿ ΦΦΦΦ ²ŜƭƭΣ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ǿƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭ 
ƘƻƭƛŘŀȅ ǎŜŀǎƻƴ ŀƴŘ Ƴŀȅ ŀƭƭ ȅƻǳǊ ǘǊŀƛƭǎ ōŜ ƘŀǇǇȅ ƻƴŜǎΗ     

Cheers!   from Lester 
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Seasonal Sightings 

 

 

�+�D�O�O�R�Z�H�H�Q is always a fun way to get into the 

òSpiritò of the holidays, and we found quite a few 

happy elves and goblins out and around! 

If you have a favourite photo, or items of interest 

for the next issue wonôt you please let us know? 

This is your newsletter, so let us know about you 

and your horse ! 

Speaking of dressing up...donôt forget the Annual Awards 

Gala, including free champagne, wine and dinner on March 

8, 2014 at Cattlemenôs Restaurant in Santa Rosa beginning 

at 6:00pm.. This is a grand evening, free to all members, 

and only $15.00 for guests !  Join us in toasting the accom-

plishments of our winners for 2013 as they are awarded 

their coveted trophies. 

Congratulations again to our winners for 2012 !  They 

were:  Brian Hafner (3 awards !) Emily Mueller (2) Erika 

Jansson, Jaclyn Pepper (4) Judy McHerron, Margo Bell 

Hoagland, Maya Dalla Valle, Tanya Vik, and Veronica Sand-

oval. As an aside, we are requesting that last yearôs award 
winners return their trophies as soon as possible to Tracy 

Underwood for engraving for the new winners !  

On left, Margo Brown looked amazing in her role as 

ñMeridaò, from the movie  ñBraveò 

    Sue Reinecke and Catherine Whitcombe         Hester Zoutendijk and her mare ñAnnieò 


